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 2000: Differing points of view
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 Class theories
Historiography
 Urban prostitution
 Religious driven reform
 Little emphasis on 
developing life skills
 Ex: Mamie Pinzer
 Abundance of 
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 Development of 
prostitution empires
 Rise and fall of boom 
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 Ex: Julia Bulette
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Prostitution in the Midwest?
 Located between East and West
 Limited Historiography
 Why?
 Perceptions of Midwest
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 State Historical Society
 Door of Hope
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reform society
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reports
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 Dead end with Door of Hope
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 Very time consuming
 Asylum Records
 Lack of detail
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prison
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prosecutors
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 Sifting through sources
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Use of Narrative
 Seminar on Narrative
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Setting up the Historiography
 Perceptions of prostitution
 1860’s: animalistic, chaotic, “nymphs”
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Shift in Blame
 Previously, women were to blame
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 Newspapers
White Slavery
Melodramatic
Warnings to parents
 Increase in public awareness (aka fear)
 Fuel the fire to action
Legal Reform Efforts
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 Undo negative upbringing
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Social Reform Efforts
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 Door of Hope
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Door of Hope
Door of Hope
An example 
of the fliers 
that reformers 
at the Mission 
would have 
handed out to 
fallen men 
and women in 
the White 
Chapel 
neighborhood 
of Des 
Moines.
Door of Hope
An image, taken from the 11th Annual Report, 
which shows a photo of the building that housed 
the Mission.
The Sunbeam Mission’s Gospel Wagon, which 
would have been used to patrol White Chapel.
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